MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SURINAME, THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE ORGANIZATION OF
AMERICAN STATES AND THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF VIRTUAL EDUCA

PERTAINING TO HOLDING THE
FIRST VIRTUAL EDUCA CARIBBEAN CONFERENCE: SURINAME 2012

To take place In the City of Paramaribo, on February 28 and March 1 and 2, 2012
The Paries, the Govemment of the Republic of Sunname (the Governmeant), the Genarsl

Secrptanal of the Organization of Amencan States (GS/0AS) and the General Secretanal of
Virtual Educa (GSNE] hersinaftar jaintly, the Parfies,

RECOGNIZING

1. That the Government is promating Innovation and competitiveness: policies,
with tha objective to further the economic and social development of the ciizens of the
Republic of Sunnama;

14, That tha vision of the Ministry of Education and Community Development
(MOECD) of the Govamnment is fo have in plase a high-guality and highly effeciive
education system, that is duly institutionalized, sustainable over time and widely supperted
by its people; for this purpose, its mission is for education (o become the pnimary instrumant
of human developmant, prospenty, -equal opporiunity and social mobillty, which shall
promate sustainable production, in terme of production, economic and social development in
the Republic of Suriname. '

1.2, That the Intended legacy of the MOECD is to achieve a relevant education
system, which mesis the demands of the country through e cumicular struclure and its
physical and teshnological infrastructure; that it has forged enduring partnerships with civil
sociaty and the business sector; thal it has established an gffective and transparent intemal
organizational structure; and it has been successful at Instititionalizing the changes at the
level of State policy, thus ensuring continuity and developmant,

2 That Virdual Educa is 2 muttiiateral cooperatien imitiative addreasing sdutation,
training, innovation, competitivenass and development, whose Ganeral Agreament, dated
February 12, 2003, was signed by the GS/OAS and the |bero-Amencan General Secretanal
(SEGIBY);

24, That on May 28, 2011, the General Agreement was amended making the
haadguarters of tha Crganization of American States (OAS) the General Secretanat of Virual
Educa In order fo gonduct *any action that may be deemed necessary to continue to jointly
promote academic excelience and social dovelopment;”
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WHEREAS

3. Since 2001, the Virtual Edusa Intemational Canfersncs on the pertinent topics
has been held each year with the pamicipation of representatives of the multiateral
govemment; education, corporate and civil socioty sectars;,

4 Al the annual Conference, innovalive projecis are introduced to  provide
education and training in the hosting country a3 well &s lo forge cooperative relabionships
batween offisials from the hasting country’s Institutlons and experts fram alher countries;

B The |zst thren Events were held in Buenos fires (2008, Santo Comingo
{2010) and Mexico Gity (2011), with mera than thres thousand delegates, who hailed from
almost every country of the Americas, attending each fime,

B: Tne last three Events: ware held in conjunction with the Minsines of
Educaticn of the respsciive cauniries, specifically, the National Minlstry of Education of
Argenting (2008), the Ministries of Education (MINED) and of Higher Education, Science
and Technalagy (MESCyT) of the Dominican Republic (2010}, and the Secretanat of Public
Education of Mezlzo (SEF) [2011]ana

7. The GS/0OAS is the ceniral and permanent body of the CAS and 1=
empawared to establisl and promote tles of coopsration under article 112 (h) of the OAS
Charter and OAS General Ass_em bly Resolution AGRES. 57 (1-0471),

AGREE THE FOLLOWIRG

1 The “First Virtual Educa Caribbean Conference: Suriname 2012" (the
Conference} shall be held on February 29 and March 1-2, 2012 at the Harmitags Mall in the
CiHy of Paramaribo, Republic of Suriname. '

2 The purpese of this Memorandum of Understanding e lo esiablish a
regulatory framework with regard ta the mechanisms of cooparation bstween the Parties in
order to hold the Conference.  In this regard, the MOECD, tha GS/0AS, through the
Department of Human Development, Education and Culture and the General Secratarial of
Virlual Edusa shall be in charge of Confarenoe coordination,

3 The responsihiliies of the Parties are sst forth in tha Annex to this
Mameorandum of Understanding, which s Included as an infegral pant thereof.  An
Organizing Committes, consisting of representatives of sach Party, would be created to
foilow up on the Mamorandum af Understanding and successfully cany out the Conference.

4. The obligationa of the Parties, including financial cbligations. are described in
the Annex to this Memaorandum of Understanding. The contributions made by MOETD and
Virtual Educa, as provided in section 8 of the Annex to this Memarandum of Undersia nding,
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ehall be administered by each one of the contributing entities. Each Party shall be
responsible for making sure that ts obligations are fulfiled, as provided in this Memarandum
of Understanding and the Annax

B Trie offices of the Parties responsible for coordinating the activities undar this
Memorandum of Understanding and their Coardinalors are listed hereundar

Feor the GS/0AS: DAS Genarsl Sacratariat
Marie Levens, Director Depariment of Human Development,
Education and Culiure
1BE@ F Streat, NW.
Washingten, 0.C, 20006
Uniled States of America
Tel: (1-202) 4586168

E-mail; mlavens@oas.org

For the Government.  Ministry of Education and Community Davelopment
Hon, Mr, Raymaond Sapoan
Dr. & Kaffiludistrest #117-123
Paramaribo
Suriname
Tel: 597-498383
Fax: S87-281478
E-mail: minondi@education, qov.er

For GSAE: General Secretanal of Virtual Edoca
José Maria Antén, Secretary General
18B8 F Strest, NV
Department af Human Development. Education and Culture
QAS '
1868 F Strest, N W,
Washington, D.C. 20005
United States of America
Tel. (1-202) 657-4035
E-mall: jmanten@vinualeduca om

51 Al communications and notifications ansing from ths Memeorandum of
Understanding shall only be vald if they are sent by regular mail, fax or e-mall and are
sddressiéd (o the coordinators at the addrésses listed in seclion § of this Memorandum of
Understanding, When communications and netifications are conveyed by e-mail, they shall
anly ke valld if they are sent directly from the address of the Coordinalor of one of the
Partiez to the e-mail atdress of the Coardinator of the ether garty. Any of {he Parlies may
change the designaled office, coordinaler, address, telephione number. fax number or e-
mail address criginally listed, by notifying the ather Party of such a ¢change in writing



& The Parties are fully responsible for any damages stemming from actions
and omissions of thelr respective representatives. officlals, employees amd contractors
linkad to the Conference or to any activity relating to this Memorandum of Understanding. If
far any reasan, a third party files any claim against one of the Paries in cannection with any
act or omission of another Party or of its representatives, officials, employees or contraciors,
with respect ta the Conference or any actviy refating to this Memorandum of
Understandirg, the resnonsible party.shall become the principal and enly party toa respond
ta the claim. and shall also be chhgated to compensate the ether party for any damages that
it may suffer as & result of those claims, including court costs and attomeys fees.

T Mone of the provisions of this Memorandum of Understanding constitute an
express or tacil waiver of the privileges and immunity enjoyed by the QAS, Hts organs, s
staff, and t5 property and assats.

a. Any dizpute that may arse from the application or intarpretation aof fhis
Memorandum of Understanding or the holding of the Conference shall ke sottled through
direct negotiation between the Paries. Should o settlement be reached fo the satistachion
of both parties, they ghail submit their differences to an atbitration procedure, which shail be
mutually agreed on, The arbitratisn decisian shall be final, Unappeatabis and binding.

g, Changes to this Memorandum of Understanding may only be made under
express mulual agreement in writing. by the duly authorized representatives of the Parties.
The instrumants in which the changes are dooumented shall be attached as annexes to this
tMemorandum of Understanding and shall become a pan thereod,

10.  This Mamorandum of Understanding shall take effect as ol the time it 15
signed by the authorized representatives of the Parties, and shall ramain in effect durirg the
activities relaled 1o the Uonference, until April 30, 2012,

11 This Memarandum of Undarstanding may be terminated by mutual consent
of may be terminated by any of the Partles by means of written notification to the other
‘parties with &t least thirty days advance riotice. Notwithstanding, any duly financed activities
relating to tha Conference may continue until they are campleted, unless ihe Paries decde
otherwise.

12, Termination of this Memorandum of Understanding shall net affect the
iravogable obligations cantracted by the GR/OAS with regard to activities refnted to the
Conference, prion to recelpt of tha notice of termination, Addiicnaily, said obligations mest
be respected and satisfied through the contributions of the Fartes sel forih in seclion B of
the Annex tothe Memorandum of Understanding, meluding any expenses that the GS/0AS
must ingur in erder to settis In advance is obligations under the terms of this Memorandum
of Undarstanding.

Signed in the Clty of Paramantio, Republic of Suriname. In six copies of equal value, daled
December 16, 2011. '



BY THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAME

; ¢ Fta;rn-"mr:':lﬁ‘gf—ppﬂhn
' Minister of Education and Community

Dovolopment

B8Y THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

Marie Levens
Department of Human Development,
Education and Cullure
Organization of American States

BY THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT OF VIRTUAL EDUCA

)

Jose ﬂ-ﬁlrla Antén
Secratary General



